
2026 LPMN Convention Bylaws Proposals 

Proposal #1: Revise LPMN annual convention window  

Rationale 

The proposed bylaws amendment regarding the LPMN annual convention window provides a 

broader window to provide LPMN-endorsed candidates more time to fundraise and campaign and to 

ensure the State convention can be held early enough to elect delegates to the National Convention 

if the National Convention is held earlier. 

 

Current Wording 

9. Convention Rules 

The Party shall hold an annual convention each year between February 1 and July 31, performing 

such business as required herein. 

 

10. Nomination and Endorsement of Candidates 
10.3. Candidates may be nominated or endorsed at the annual convention under the following 

conditions: 

1.​ Nomination or endorsement of candidates for federal or state offices which appear on the 

ballot statewide may be made only in the year of the corresponding general election. 

10.4. The Executive Committee may nominate or endorse candidates under the following conditions: 

1.​ For any office having its general election in the current year, if the annual convention did not 

nominate or endorse a candidate for that office, or if the candidate filing period for an office 

is scheduled in the year before the general election. 

10.5. Candidates may be nominated by an affiliate under the following conditions: 

1.​ For any office having its general election in the current year, if the annual convention or 

Executive Committee did not nominate a candidate for that office. 

 

Mark-up Copy of Proposal   

9. Convention Rules 

The Party shall hold an “annual” convention each year between February 1 and July 31, performing 

such business as required herein.  The “annual” convention for a given year may be scheduled as 

early as December 1st of the prior calendar year, and no later than November 30th of the given 

calendar year. 

 

10. Nomination and Endorsement of Candidates 

10.3. Candidates may be nominated or endorsed at the “annual” convention under the following 

conditions: 

1.​ Nomination or endorsement of candidates for federal or state offices which appear on the 

ballot statewide may be made only in at the convention held for the given year of the 

corresponding to that general election as defined in the Bylaws section on Convention 

Rules. 

10.4. The Executive Committee may nominate or endorse candidates under the following conditions: 

1.​ For any office having its general election in the current year, if the annual convention as 

defined in the Bylaws section on Convention Rules did not nominate or endorse a candidate 

for that office, or if the candidate filing period for an office is scheduled in the year before 

the general election. 

10.5. Candidates may be nominated by an affiliate under the following conditions: 
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1.​ For any office having its general election in the current year, if the annual convention as 

defined in the Bylaws section on Convention Rules or Executive Committee did not 

nominate a candidate for that office. 

 

Wording if Proposal is adopted 

9. Convention Rules 

The Party shall hold an “annual” convention, performing such business as required herein.  The 

“annual” convention for a given year may be scheduled as early as December 1st of the prior calendar 

year, and no later than November 30th of the given calendar year. 

 

10. Nomination and Endorsement of Candidates 
10.3. Candidates may be nominated or endorsed at the “annual” convention under the following 

conditions: 

1.​ Nomination or endorsement of candidates for federal or state offices which appear on the 

ballot statewide may be made only at the convention held for the given year corresponding 

to that general election as defined in the Bylaws section on Convention Rules. 

10.4. The Executive Committee may nominate or endorse candidates under the following conditions: 

1.​ For any office having its general election in the current year, if the annual convention as 

defined in the Bylaws section on Convention Rules did not nominate or endorse a candidate 

for that office, or if the candidate filing period for an office is scheduled in the year before 

the general election. 

10.5. Candidates may be nominated by an affiliate under the following conditions: 

1.​ For any office having its general election in the current year, if the annual convention as 

defined in the Bylaws section on Convention Rules or Executive Committee did not nominate 

a candidate for that office. 

 

Proposal #2: Amend LPMN Purpose 

Rationale 

To clarify the purpose and expand it to include non-electoral advancements of the liberty agenda. 

 

Current Wording 

1. Purpose 
The purpose of the Libertarian Party of Minnesota shall be to function primarily as a political party to 

elect people to political office in order to achieve the values in the Statement of Principles. Its 

secondary purpose is educational work for the same goal. 

 

Mark-up Copy of Proposal   

1. Purpose 
The purpose of the Libertarian Party of Minnesota shall be to function primarily as a political party to 

elect people to political office in order to achieve the values in the is to champion the principles of 

individual liberty, limited government, and free markets as outlined in our Statement of Principles. 

Its secondary purpose is educational work for the same goal. by advocating for compatible policies, 

supporting the election of candidates who uphold these ideals, and educating the public and 

officials about the benefits of a free society. 

 

Wording if Proposal is adopted 
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1. Purpose 
The purpose of the Libertarian Party of Minnesota is to champion the principles of individual liberty, 
limited government, and free markets as outlined in our Statement of Principles by advocating for 
compatible policies, supporting the election of candidates who uphold these ideals, and educating 
the public and officials about the benefits of a free society. 

 

Proposal #3: Clarify LPMN Affiliation with LP National Party  

Rationale 

The proposed Bylaws amendment clarifies the LPMN’s affiliation with the Libertarian National Party.  

The Libertarian National Party, if functioning well, provides the State Parties with strong endorsed 

candidates for POTUS and VP which can leverage State Party ballot access.  In recent years, however, 

the Libertarian National Party has suffered from internal dissension which reduced Party 

effectiveness and had a negative impact on membership numbers at both National and State levels.  

The proposed amendment clarifies the affiliation between State and National Parties, thereby 

strengthening both Parties. 

 

Current Wording 

3. Affiliation with the National Libertarian Party 

The Libertarian Party of Minnesota shall remain affiliated with the National Libertarian Party and 

shall endorse their candidates as long as it and they remain consistent with the Statement of 

Principles. 

3.1. In years when the National Libertarian Party holds its convention, the state convention shall 

provide for the election of delegates and alternates to represent Minnesota at the national 

convention up to the number of positions allowed. Such national delegates and alternates shall be 

current members of the Libertarian Party of Minnesota, shall be nominated from the floor at 

convention, and shall be elected by majority vote of the state delegates. 

1.​ Each state delegate may cast a single vote for each candidate for national delegate, up to the 

number of positions allowed. Voting shall be by secret ballot. None of the above (NOTA) shall 

automatically be an option on all ballots. If NOTA is selected on a ballot, votes for other 

candidates on the same ballot shall be void. If total votes for NOTA exceed those of other 

candidates, candidates with lesser vote totals shall be deemed not elected even if obtaining 

a majority. 

2.​ Alternates shall be allowed for up to half the number of national delegate positions available. 

Candidates with the most votes shall become delegates and candidates with lesser vote 

totals shall be deemed alternates. In the event a delegate should resign, alternates shall be 

called upon in the order of vote totals received. 

 

Mark-up Copy of Proposal   

3. Affiliation with the National Libertarian Party 

The Libertarian Party of Minnesota shall remain affiliated with the National Libertarian Party and 

shall endorse their candidates as long as it and they remain consistent with the Statement of 

Principles unless the Party votes at State Convention by at least two thirds majority to end such 

affiliation.  

3.1. In years when the National Libertarian Party holds its convention, the state convention shall may 

vote to provide for the election of delegates and alternates to represent Minnesota at the national 

convention up to the number of positions allowed. Such national delegates and alternates shall be 
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current members of the Libertarian Party of Minnesota, shall be nominated from the floor at 

convention, and shall be elected by majority vote of the state delegates.  As a vote at State 

Convention regarding affiliation status with the National Party takes effect at close of State 

Convention, the selection of delegates and alternates to represent Minnesota at the National 

Convention shall be void if the State Party has voted to end affiliation with the National Party. 

1.​ Each state delegate may cast a single vote for each candidate for national delegate, up to the 

number of positions allowed. Voting shall be by secret ballot. None of the above (NOTA) shall 

automatically be an option on all ballots. If NOTA is selected on a ballot, votes for other 

candidates on the same ballot shall be void. If total votes for NOTA exceed those of other 

candidates, candidates with lesser vote totals shall be deemed not elected even if obtaining 

a majority. 

2.​ Alternates shall be allowed for up to half the number of national delegate positions available. 

Candidates with the most votes shall become delegates and candidates with lesser vote 

totals shall be deemed alternates. In the event a delegate should resign, alternates shall be 

called upon in the order of vote totals received. 

 

Wording if Proposal is adopted 

3. Affiliation with the National Libertarian Party 

The Libertarian Party of Minnesota shall remain affiliated with the National Libertarian Party unless 

the Party votes at State Convention by at least two thirds majority to end such affiliation.  

3.1. In years when the National Libertarian Party holds its convention, the state convention may vote 

to provide for the election of delegates and alternates to represent Minnesota at the national 

convention up to the number of positions allowed. Such national delegates and alternates shall be 

current members of the Libertarian Party of Minnesota, shall be nominated from the floor at 

convention, and shall be elected by majority vote of the state delegates.  As a vote at State 

Convention regarding affiliation status with the National Party takes effect at close of State 

Convention, the selection of delegates and alternates to represent Minnesota at the National 

Convention shall be void if the State Party has voted to end affiliation with the National Party. 

1.​ Each state delegate may cast a single vote for each candidate for national delegate, up to the 

number of positions allowed. Voting shall be by secret ballot. None of the above (NOTA) shall 

automatically be an option on all ballots. If NOTA is selected on a ballot, votes for other 

candidates on the same ballot shall be void. If total votes for NOTA exceed those of other 

candidates, candidates with lesser vote totals shall be deemed not elected even if obtaining 

a majority. 

2.​ Alternates shall be allowed for up to half the number of national delegate positions available. 

Candidates with the most votes shall become delegates and candidates with lesser vote 

totals shall be deemed alternates. In the event a delegate should resign, alternates shall be 

called upon in the order of vote totals received. 
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Proposal #4: Recombine Platform and Bylaws Committees  

Rationale 

It is more efficient of Party Members’ and Committee Members’ time to have a single Platform and 

Bylaws Committee. 

 

Current Wording 

7. Platform and Bylaws Committee 
7.1. There shall be a Platform Committee and a Bylaws Committee for each regular state convention. 

The terms shall be for two years. The Platform Committee members shall be elected at convention in 

odd numbered years, and the Bylaws Committee members shall be elected at convention in even 

numbered years. There shall be a special election at the 2025 convention to elect members of the 

Bylaws Committee for a one-year term. 

 

7.4. Each committee shall select its Chair among the members of that committee. 

 

7.8. Platform and/or Bylaws amendments may be considered at every annual state convention. In 

odd-numbered years, only Platform proposals that garnered the support of 80% of Platform 

Committee members may be brought to the convention floor. In even-numbered years, only Bylaws 

proposals that garnered the support of 80% of Bylaws Committee members may be brought to the 

convention floor. 

 

Mark-up Copy of Proposal   

7. Platform and Bylaws Committee 
7.1. There shall be a Platform Committee and a Bylaws Committee for each regular state convention. 

The terms shall be for two years. The Platform Committee members shall be elected at convention in 

odd numbered years, and the Bylaws Committee members shall be elected at convention in even 

numbered years. There shall be a special election at the 2025 2027 convention to elect members of 

the Bylaws Platform Committee for a one-year term. 

 

7.4. Each The committee shall select its Chair among the members of that the committee. 

 

7.8. Platform and/or Bylaws amendments may be considered at every annual state convention. In 

odd-numbered years, only Platform proposals that garnered the support of 80% of Platform the 

Committee members may be brought to the convention floor. In even-numbered years, only Bylaws 

proposals that garnered the support of 80% of Bylaws the Committee members may be brought to 

the convention floor. 

 

Wording if Proposal is adopted 

7. Platform and Bylaws Committee 
7.1. There shall be a Platform and Bylaws Committee for each regular state convention. The term 

shall be for two years. The Platform and Bylaws Committee members shall be elected at convention 

in even numbered years. There shall be a special election at the 2027 convention to elect members 

of the Platform Committee for a one-year term. 

 

7.4. The committee shall select its Chair among the members of the committee. 
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7.8. Platform and/or Bylaws amendments may be considered at every annual state convention. In 

odd-numbered years, only Platform proposals that garnered the support of 80% of the Committee 

members may be brought to the convention floor. In even-numbered years, only Bylaws proposals 

that garnered the support of 80% of the Committee members may be brought to the convention 

floor. 

 

Proposal #5: Revise LPMN bylaws regarding candidate endorsement  

Rationale 

The proposed LPMN bylaws amendment regarding candidate endorsement provides flexibility to 

increase LPMN political leverage to advance LPMN legislative and policy agenda. 

 

Current Wording 

10. Nomination and Endorsement of Candidates 

10.2. Endorsements: Any independent candidate for elected office may be endorsed by the 

Libertarian Party of Minnesota if the Party has not nominated a candidate for that office in that 

election. A candidate who is endorsed shall be eligible to serve in that office. 

 

Mark-up Copy of Proposal   

10. Nomination and Endorsement of Candidates 

10.2. Endorsements: Any independent candidate for elected office who has pledged to oppose the 

initiation of force or fraud (coercion) as a means of achieving political or social goals may be 

endorsed by the Libertarian Party of Minnesota if the Party has not nominated a candidate for that 

office in that election. A candidate who is endorsed shall be eligible to serve in that office. 

 

Wording if Proposal is adopted 

10. Nomination and Endorsement of Candidates 

10.2. Endorsements: Any candidate for elected office who has pledged to oppose the initiation of 

force or fraud (coercion) as a means of achieving political or social goals may be endorsed by the 

Libertarian Party of Minnesota if the Party has not nominated a candidate for that office in that 

election. A candidate who is endorsed shall be eligible to serve in that office. 
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